Mr. William Henry Powell Jr.
August 7, 1925 - May 2, 2019

William Henry Powell Jr., 93 of Shepherdsville, returned to his Heavenly Father May 2,
2019. He was born August 7, 1925 in Birmingham, Alabama. He was a long-time member
of First Baptist Church of Shepherdsville. He enlisted in the Navy at the age of 17 during
World War II and was commissioned an Ensign, USNR and served on 2 aircraft carriers.
After the war, he finished his educational pursuits with a B.A. from Howard College (now
Samford University) and then moved to Kentucky where he received a Master of Divinity
and a Master of Theology degree from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He
served for 5 years as pastor of Little Flock Baptist Church in Bullitt County. He entered a
teaching career serving as an Adjunct Professor of Mathematics at the University of
Louisville for 35 years, as a teacher of math and physics at Shepherdsville High School for
12 years, at Bullitt Central High School for 14 years, at Fort Knox high school for 6 years
and Evangel Christian School for 6 years. “Mr. Henry” was a devout Christian who
impacted a multitude of people through his ministry and teaching. He instilled a love and
appreciation of math in his students and most importantly a love of the Lord to those
around him.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his daughter Anne Marie Powell and his wife,
Mary Sue Powell.
He is survived by his son, Henry Arnold “Hap” Powell of Shepherdsville, and grandson
Brandon Henry Powell.
The funeral service will be held at First Baptist Church of Shepherdsville on Monday May
6, 2019 at Noon, with Pastor Adam Smith officiating. Burial will follow Highland Memory
Gardens.
Visitation will be Sunday 3pm – 6pm at Maraman Billings Funeral Home, and at First
Baptist Church of Shepherdsville located at 254 S. Buckman Street, Monday from 10am
until the time of service.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First Baptist Church of Shepherdsville.
Online condolences may be made at maramanbillings.com
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Maraman-Billings Funeral Home - May 05, 2019 at 11:39 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Mr. Powell's passing. He was such a gifted and talented man.
There is a picture of him talking to me in class. I'm sure he was using his amazing skills to
make something complicated easy enough for me to understand.
I have teenagers of my own now who have heard of the great Mr. Powell. I can assure you
their teacher is not nearly as brilliant as Henry Powell. I feel sorry that they were unable to
experience tutelage of such a master. However, many of us over the years were blessed by
him and we are grateful for the dedication and sacrifice required to impart some knowledge
to us.
Mary Alice (Harned) Keffer
Mary Alice Keffer - May 09, 2019 at 03:13 PM

“

Mr Powell was my advanced math teacher. He was very good & and also had a
sense of humor that kept everyone engaged. While not seriously considering college
at the time, Mr Powell recommended me for a work-study scholarship at WKU. I
decided to go and it changed my life. I owe a great deal to him.

Cleon Darland - May 09, 2019 at 05:53 AM

“

Mr Powell was the greatest teacher I ever had. His genuine affection for his students
was conveyed daily in his classroom. Unlike Sheryl and Gayle, Math was not my
favorite subject. Many teachers would have moved right along. Mr. Powell always
took me aside and ask if I needed more help. Of course, I didn’t, but he kept me and
spent the time with me anyway. Because of the “extra time”, I began listening and
learning math during the appropriate time. He became an inspiration and gave me
the foundation to become a 38 year educator. He made me believe in my
capabilities. The worst class that everyone dreaded at U of L was doctoral statistics.
It is because of Mr. Powell that I made an “A”, the highest grade in the class. He
gave me the foundation and more importantly the belief that I could actually
accomplish anything. His wife tested my sports capabilities and then became my
principle, as I taught under her. These two had the greatest impact in my formative
years and for that I will always be grateful. My Powell’s sweet nature and boundless
patience never wavered over the years. I hope to plant the idea of inducting Mr.

Henry Powell into the Bullitt Central Hall of Fame, for he certainly deserves to be
memorialized. He was an ethical, principled man with a brilliant wit and talent to
deliver each student’s learning modality. He touched each and every student ever
encountered. I am one of the fortunate ones who was blessed to have him as my
teacher. My sincerest condolences to Hap and family members. Blessings, Jennifer
Jones
Jennifer Jordan - May 05, 2019 at 09:01 PM

“

Henry was my Pastor,(Little Flock Baptist Church) and in 1953 baptized me. He has
been a friend and church member at Shepherdsville First Baptist Church for many
years.
He was always an encourager.

JO ANN BARR - May 05, 2019 at 06:07 PM

“

We are saddened for the loss of Mr Powell he married Jim and I ...35 years ago I will
always be grateful to him and his Friendship rest in peace Henry and thank you....Jim
and Michelle Frans

Michelle Frans - May 05, 2019 at 01:57 PM

“

Just last week I was thinking about Mr. Powell and how he was an influence on my
high-school years. He made math and physics fun and exciting to be part of it. I took
every class he taught at Shepherdsville high and was week prepared for my future.
He will Always be respected for his kindness and dedication to myself and all his
many students! With respect and honor, Jimmy Dawson

Jim Dawson - May 05, 2019 at 07:58 AM

“

Henry Powell was my pastor, baptising me when I was 7 years old. He was my high
school geometry teacher and he preached my mother's funeral. What a fine, kind,
wise, funny man.
My prayers are with his family and all who knew and loved him.
Rebecca Becnel Heimstead
SHS Class of 1965

Rebecca Heimstead - May 04, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

Mr. Powell was my teacher starting 6th grade at Shepherdsville High School and many
subjects through my High School years. And then upon graduation, Norman and I both
chose him to perform our Marriage Ceremony.
He was always such a kind and generous man. He was greatly loved. My condolences to
his family.
Connie Polston Mercer
SHS Class of 1961
Connie Mercer - May 04, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

Henry Powell, and his wife Sue were members of the SHS Faculty when I first came to
Bullitt County as a young Music Educator. Both welcomed me to both Faculty and
Community, and remained friends for life! His wisdom was beyond his years; compassion
at the heart of all he did, and encouragement to every soul along his life path!
Remembering both Henry and Sue with deepest appreciation for who they were to ever so
many! Thank you Henry and Sue for coming along side of each of us on Life’s Path and
Journey!
Rest in His Eternal Peace!
Respectfully,
Deborah A. “Debby” Murrell
Retired Bullitt County Music Educator
Deborah A. “Debby” Murrell - May 06, 2019 at 08:07 AM

“

What an example Mr. Powell was to all of us! He was such a kind, strong Christian
along with being an excellent teacher. I think he will most be remembered for how he
made each of us feel special! He was a great listener and I loved his sense of humor
and that chuckle when something was funny! He and Sue truly had an impact on so
many lives. He married my husband and I 38 years ago and gave us great advise on
that special day.

Sarah Nell McDade - May 03, 2019 at 10:38 PM

“

Mr Powell was my favorite teacher. I had him for Algebra and Geometry. He and Mrs
Powell were very caring teachers. He will be greatly missed. Thoughts and prayers to
his family. RIP Mr Powell Class of 1972

Joyce Cox Jeffiers - May 03, 2019 at 09:49 PM

“

In memory of our beloved teacher-SHS Class of 1968 purchased the Red & White
Standing Wreath for the family of Mr. William Henry Powell Jr..

In memory of our beloved teacher-SHS Class of 1968 - May 03, 2019 at 09:40 PM

“

Mr. Powell was my favorite teacher. I had him for physics and advanced math. In leu
of a study hall I was his student helper for his other general math class. Alan Farmer
and I entered the UofL bridge contest while in his physics class and won “Most
Asteticly Pleasing” award. He was the person who put me in touch with an ITT
Recruiter and a Navy Recruiter on subsequent visits to Bullitt Central to see him. I
attended ITT and upon graduation for electronics I enlisted to be a Reactor
Operator/electronics technician in the Navy. Rest In Peace Mr. Powell, you are highly
respected and will be greatly missed.

Jerry Howlett - May 03, 2019 at 07:02 PM

“

Mr. Powell was such a great person and teacher at Shepherdsville High and Bullitt
Central, he will be greatly missed. It was my honor to have known him. My prayers
are with his family.

Angela Harris Gramer - May 03, 2019 at 04:49 PM

“

What a great person.he taught us Physics while coaching us in football our last year at
SHS...great man-his Trig class my senior year at BCHS got me through my first math class
at Murray State..
Dan - May 03, 2019 at 05:13 PM

“

Henry and Sue made a big impact on my life as a freshman at Shepherdsville High School.
We were still friends after I graduated in 1965. I thought very highly of Henry and Sue. They
were good people and made an impact on many lives. They once told me I could do
whatever I put my mind to in sports and succeed. I played softball up until I was 69 years
old just recently retired from playing. He will be missed by many.
Wanda( Brown) Devine - May 03, 2019 at 06:46 PM

“

Hap, I’m so very sorry to hear about the loss of your father. I have fond memories of both of
your parents. Please know that you will be in my prayers.
Belinda Perdew Taylor - May 03, 2019 at 08:49 PM

“

Mr. Powell will always be remembered as one of my favorite teachers. He had a big
influence on me. I'm very sorry for your loss. Prayers!
Jon - May 03, 2019 at 09:39 PM

“

Henry Powell was truly a great teacher. He took a genuine interest in his students and
communicated his love of learning and his content. He implemented instructional practices
for years that educators now recognize as the best way to teach. He observed each
student's performance to determine how he/she was progressing so that he could decide
how to proceed with instruction. Now we call that formative assessment, but Mr. Powell did
it so naturally and effectively. His approach in teaching was always authentic and real life.
Ted tells the story of Mr. Powell coaching him in football and Mr. Powell instructing him that
he would need to accelerate 2.3 seconds faster than his opponent since the opponent out
weighed him by 30 pounds in order for his momentum to push the opponent back. Of
course, Ted just replied, "Right, coach, I got it!" Mr. Powell's ability to laugh at his own jokes
was infectious and made us love him more. He performed our wedding ceremony and we
still have his notes that he had written on the back one of Hap's Sesame Street cartoons. I
treasure this and his words to us. Mr. Powell was so accepting and giving and one of the
best examples of a true Christian that I know. We are so blessed to have had Henry Powell
touch our lives. We will miss him!
Gayle Korfhage - May 03, 2019 at 11:42 PM

“

Henry Powell was the true definition of a gentleman. Every interaction I had with him I saw
his gentleness and his imparting of self worth to those around him. He was able to make
one feel that goals and aspirations were achievable...make one feel good about
themselves. He was so much a part of my early life, Carol and I asked Henry to officiate our
marriage. We did this because we viewed Henry as a mentor, friend, but also a man of
God. Let's remember the good in our beloved "Mr. Powell" who played such a major role in
making us who we are.
Galvin Jones
Carol Jones - May 04, 2019 at 04:37 PM

“

Mr. Powell was my first pastor, teacher of Algebra, Geometry, Physics and Advanced Math
and most importantly my friend. You knew he was a Christian by how he lived his life. He
shared his love for the Lord in the sweetest way. I like to think of him as Sweet Henry. He
loved teaching and loved every student. His smile was infectious and was shared by his
daughter, Anne. She and Sweet Henry were two of the smartest people I have ever known.
Part of his genius was his ability to see something special in each person and as his
student, help you to develop that attribute without your being aware . No question was silly
to him nor was it unanswered.
Sweet Henry taught us so much in Advanced Math in High School that when I took
Calculus I and II in college I had at least been introduced to everything I was being taught
and because his teaching methods were so advanced, did extremely well in both classes.
I was the teacher's pet in his classes, along with every other student in the room. In
Physics, we shot the angles for the goal posts for the new football field at Bullitt Central and
made homemade ice cream to prove another theory. He had us choose different chemicals
to learn about their properties and required us to give a demonstration to the class to share
what we had learned. Mine was potassium permanganate . In relating its properties to the
class, my team prepared the chemical and spread it out on a paper towel in small droplets.
Upon touching the droplet it was supposed to create a tiny but dramatic explosion. The

droplets on our paper towel were a bit large and a bit too close together causing all of them
to explode at once. The resulting huge, loud explosion created a pink cloud of smoke that
covered everything in the lab. Henry just stood there with his wonderful smile making some
teasing, dry comment . He knew from looking at the paper towel that our dots were too
many and too close together and yet allowed us to learn a great "pink" lesson I have never
forgotten.
My sincere condolences to Hap and the family.
Sheryl Cundiff Yoffe
Sheryl Cundiff Yoffe - May 04, 2019 at 04:44 PM

“

Mr. Powell displayed Christian values on a daily bases for all of us to see. What touched
me more than anything was when he and Mrs. Powell offered to allow me to stay in their
home after my mother, Callie Caudill, passed away my Senior year at BCHS.
He and Brother Bruce Hartsell later married my husband, John David and I almost 46 years
ago. Their adorable son, Hap, was our ringbearer in 1973.
I will never forget the kindness and moral integrity they showed, to not only me, but all
students that were privileged to have contact with them as a teacher or a coach.
It was an honor to know you Mr. Powell. You were a breath of fresh air to our souls.
Terri Caudill Mountjoy - May 04, 2019 at 06:22 PM

