Marvin Franklin Stewart
September 2, 1934 - February 26, 2015

STEWART, MARVIN FRANKLIN, JR., 80, of Shepherdsville, Kentucky died Thursday,
February 26, 2015, following an eight year battle with cancer. A native of Taylorsville,
Marvin was born September 2, 1934 to the late Cora Ellen (Darnell) and Marvin Franklin
Stewart, Sr. He is survived by his beautiful wife of 57 years, Janice Ellen (Greer), whom
he often referred to as “the best woman in the world”; his vibrant daughter, Nan-Ellen
Roosa (Dr. Stephen A.), who made him laugh loudly and laugh often, and of whom he was
so very proud; and his breathtaking granddaughter, Maryelle Suzanna Roosa, a special
gift from God who brought him immeasurable peace and joy, and whom he adored. He
was also the father of the late Michael Greer Stewart.
After graduating from Taylorsville High School at the age of 16, Marvin received his
undergraduate degree from Georgetown University, followed by his Master’s and postgraduate degrees in Counseling and School Administration respectively, from Eastern
Kentucky University. Additionally, Marvin served in the U.S. Air Force Reserves for eight
years.
Dedicating his life’s work to serving children, youth, and young adults, Mr. Stewart leaves
an unforgettable legacy, helping to mold the lives of countless thousands of students
across Ohio and Kentucky. Enjoying every day of his career in Education spanning 38+
years, Mr. Stewart began in 1954 at Brown County High School, Piqua, Ohio where he
served as a teacher of Biology and Health; and as Head Coach for basketball, baseball,
and track. Over the course of the next 12 years, he served as a teacher of Biology, Health,
Science, Math, Physical Education, and Driver’s Training; and Head Coach for basketball,
baseball, and track at Hardin-Houston High School in Sidney, Ohio. During his nine years
as Head Basketball Coach, Mr. Stewart was named Coach of the Year, and the most
winning Coach in the school’s 87 year history. Also, during this time, Mr. Stewart served as
a Professor for Spalding University, teaching Logic and Ethics. Returning to Kentucky in
1968, he served as Principal for Lebanon Junction Elementary and High Schools. The
following year, he was selected to open Bullitt Central High School, the first consolidated
school serving all high school students in Bullitt County, where he served as Assistant
Principal & Athletic Director. In 1978, he became Principal for Brooks Elementary School
until 1989 when he and Jan retired. Even in retirement Mr. Stewart served in Interim

Administrative positions for Bullitt County Public Schools’ Hebron Middle, Roby and
Brooks Elementary Schools; as well as a Mentor to Central Office Administrators.
Additionally, Mr. Stewart served as an Administrative Consultant to Spencer County
Elementary School. Ultimately, Mr. Stewart came out of retirement in 2007 serving as
Head Principal for Bullitt East High School for one year.
Marvin was a faithful and committed member of the First Baptist Church, Shepherdsville
for 47 years, during which time he served as Chairman of the Deacons, Trustee, Sunday
School Teacher to Youth, Church Moderator for over 25 years, and Active Deacon until his
death.
An avid golfer, Marvin’s love of the game was evident as he frequented the golf course
most days, chasing the little white ball for 27 holes with his host of golfing buddies from
around the world. He embraced every aspect of the game with the same competitive spirit
that he held for his Kentucky Wildcats and New York Yankees. Marvin was also a
Kentucky Colonel.
Mr. Stewart fought cancer and death with the same tenacity that he lived all aspects of his
life, with his motto, “Never give up! There’s always hope!”
Mr. Stewart’s funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at the First
Baptist Church of Shepherdsville. Burial will follow in Valley Cemetery, Taylorsville.
Visitation will be from 4 - 8 p.m., Sunday, March 1, and Monday, March 2, 2015, at the
church. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial gifts be made Mr. Stewart’s
church, First Baptist Church of Shepherdsville Youth or Music Funds; or Brooks
Elementary School Library. Online condolences maramanbillings.com
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Maraman-Billings Funeral Home - March 01, 2015 at 01:47 PM

“

I played basketball for Marvin Stewart in 1956 at Brown High School. He was also
our baseball coach and we won the County Championship with him at the helm.
Wish I had known where he was all these years. I might just have contacted him to
see if he remembered his days at good ole Brown High School. In my senior year,
Marvin was coach in his first year at Houston, and I played the best game of my year
against him, smiling at him on his bench the entire time.

Larry Gustin - March 10, 2015 at 11:01 AM

“

Love, thoughts and prayers to Mrs. Stewart, Nan and family.
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Oder

Paula Oder - March 04, 2015 at 01:48 PM

“

As a native of Spencer county and growing up in Taylorsville I ate many a meal at
Marvin Seniors restaurant.
When my wife I I moved to Bullitt County in 1977 we enrolled our children in Brooks
Elementary, And who were we greeted by Mr. Marvin Stewart JR.
He was so sweet to all the children as well as parents.
Mr. Stewart was really a nice man and a dedicated man to the education department
for so many years.
Pray for comfort and piece for the family in this time of grief.

Ron Bolin - March 04, 2015 at 12:22 AM

“

Jan and Family,
Please accept our deepest sympathy on the passing of Marv (Coach). He will always
be Coach to me. He was a great Coach, friend, but most of all mentor.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this sad time.
Carol & Amos Johns
Houston, OH
Class of 1962

Amos Johns - March 03, 2015 at 11:06 AM

“

Dear Jan & Family:
We send our love and sympathy to you. Marvin was a
wonderful friend and I (Helen) cherish all the times I visited Brooks
Elementary Cafeteria as School Food Service Director and Marvin was
the excellent Principal with compassion for everyone.
We are sorry we will not be available to visit with you at this time
but will keep you in our thoughts and prayers.
Sam & Helen Underwood
Campbellsville
.

Sam & Helen Underwod - March 02, 2015 at 01:45 PM

“

Silver Season Bouquet was purchased for the family of Marvin Franklin Stewart.

March 02, 2015 at 07:47 AM

“

I met Marvin in 1956 when we started teaching together. During many school years
together Marvin became my best friend. He was a great, wonderful, caring, and
sincere guy that I could always count on. In later years we were separated by miles,
but never by spirit and respect for one another. I shall miss him beyond measure. He
will always be with me. His spirit lives on! My wife and I would like to extend our
sympathy to Jan and family.
Teacher friends,
Buck & Peg Flinn

Don Flinn - March 01, 2015 at 08:27 PM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Marvin Franklin
Stewart.

March 01, 2015 at 03:49 PM

“

Dear Jan, Nan, Steve and Maryelle,
I am just so sorry to hear of Marvin's passing. He sure gave it a good fight! I will
always remember Marvin as our very funny and charming next door neighbor at The
Colonies, Naples, FL. What a great guy he was and always smiling. Although it has
been years since our paths have crossed, I can still hear his deep KY accent and just
thinking about him makes me smile. He will be missed very much. All of you take
good care and try to remember his laugh, smile and all of the wonderful times you
shared.
With Love and Sincere Sympathy,
Maureen Dalton

Maureen Dalton - March 01, 2015 at 01:56 PM

“

I AM DEEPLY SADDENED BY THE PASSING OF MY FRIEND, GOLFING BUDDY,
MARVIN STEWART. WE HAD A GREAT TIME AT THE L&N GOLF COURSE
PLAYING WITH OUR FRIENDS IN THE BIG AND LITTLE GAMES. I WAS
INSPIRED BY HIS LOVE OF GOD,FAMILY, AND HIS GREAT CHARACTER. HE
TRULY SET A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR ALL WHO KNEW HIM. GOD BLESS THE
LOVED ONES. JIM SHEPHERD AND FAMILY

JIM SHEPHERD - March 01, 2015 at 10:08 AM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of Marvin. I enjoyed playing golf with him, talking
basketball, and most of importantly being his friend. I will pray for the family during
this
difficult time.
God Bless
Mike Campbell
I would come and visit, but I'm currently in Florida.

Mike Campbell - March 01, 2015 at 07:36 AM

“

He Will Call
(Job 14:13-15)
Life, like a mist, appears for just a day,
Then disappears tomorrow.
All that we are can quickly fade away,
Replaced with tears and sorrow.
If a man should die, can he live again?
Hear the promise God has made:
He will call; The dead will answer.
They shall live at his command.
For he will have a longing
For the work of his own hand.
So have faith, and do not wonder,
For our God can make us stand.
And we shall live forever,
As the work of his own hand.
Friends of our God, though they may pass away,
Will never be forsaken.
All those asleep who in God’s mem’ry stay,
From death he will awaken.
Then we’ll come to see all that life can be:
Paradise eternally

JF - March 01, 2015 at 07:35 AM

“

So sad to hear of your loss. He was a kind person and I will always remember him
from my childhood days at Brooks. Thoughts and prayers are with you.

Samantha Martin - February 28, 2015 at 12:50 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss! I will never forget his smile an hugs every morning at
Brooks . It was one of the reasons I loved going to school .

Susan Hamilton Cooper - February 28, 2015 at 12:05 PM

“

Jan and Nan, So sorry to hear of Marvin's passing. I am keeping your family in my
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. Phyllis Hatter

Phyllis Hatter - February 28, 2015 at 09:05 AM

“

Marvin was my girls' principal at Brooks, my boss when he recruited me to be a Title I
aide, and my colleague at Hebron Middle. He was also my friend. Marvin invited me
and my daughter Hollie to accompany him and other educators to Lexington for an
awards ceremony. The trip including going to a private practice at Rupp, and time in
Wildcat Lodge; we enjoyed a mutual love of the boys in blue. His life impacted so
many students, and an equal number of parents and teachers. Marvin, you impacted
me and my family's life in a wonderful way. I will see you again in heaven.

Becky Keller - February 27, 2015 at 09:17 PM

“

My Thoughts & Prayers are with the Family , Rest in Peace my long time Friend .

Ralph Hill - February 27, 2015 at 07:53 PM

“

Lots of wonderful memories with our families together that began long ago. Never
saw him that I didn't get a hug and always that big smile. I will miss that. My thoughts
and prayers are with the family. God Bless... Debbie (Johnson) Elswick

Debbie Elswick - February 27, 2015 at 07:16 PM

